appear to be a place in a textbook of disorders of muscle for special chapters on electrodiagnosis, electronmicroscopy and histochemical aspects of muscle disease, and the five chapters on electrodiagnosis will be found useful for reference by physicians who do not carry out these techniques personally; that -by Wynn Parry on neuromuscular stimulation is especially valuable. The chapter headings throughout the book, the clear subdivisions of subject matter in the chapters and the large print make the text eminently readable.
The very good account of the pathological reactions of the muscle fibre is greatly marred by the introduction of two new termsdisfigurative and dysvoluminal myopathieswhich can only confuse the student. It cannot be over-emphasized that new terms,without new understanding always constitute a hindrance to the spread of knowledge and are a disservice to the inexperienced. In the limited space allotted to the clinical chapters all diseases are mentioned and it is valuable to have a full description of the myasthenic-myopathic syndrome in carcinoma. In the chapter on muscular dystrophy the emphasis on classification is misplaced as there can be no real advance in classification until all known forms of the disease can be included. Also the term limb-girdle muscular dystrophy has no useful connotation. Frequentrepetitionofsubject-matteroccasioned by the construction of the book, while limiting its usefulness as a textbook for students, does not lessen its value as a reference book for postgraduate students with some experience ofdiseases of muscle. 'Beriberi: This disease is due to a deficiency of thiamin chloride or vitamin B. Such a deficiency results in multiple neuritis, anasarca, cardiac failure, or a combination of these.
'Laboratory Examinations: 1. The thiamin level in the blood and urine is decreased. The test is based upon the thiochrome reaction as described by Peters, by which the fluorescence of partially oxidized thiamin is measured. 2. The albumin-globulin ratio is reversed. 3. A hyperchromic type of anemia is usually present.'
These are selected for their brevity, but as samples are not misleading in their inadequacy.
A C DORNHORSr
Renal Biopsy by D B Brewer MD(Path)Lond McPath pp 92 illustrated 40s London: EdwardArnold 1964 Renal biopsy has in recent years become an accepted method of routine investigation, but for matiy pathologists engaged in diagnostic work the interpretation of such biopsies remains a problem. This is probably due to the fact that post-mortem histological appearances in renal disease are not always relevant to biopsy material, since the stages of development of these diseases, particularly in glomerulonephritis, are often largely obliterated at the time of death. This illustrated account of the diagnostic criteria used in the interpretation of such material must therefore be of considerable value to pathologists who wish to enlarge their understanding of this field of biopsy work. Dr Brewer deals with most renal lesions of importance, including glomerulonephritis of various kinds, the nephrotic syndrome, pyelonephritis, and renal changes in diabetes mellitus and in hypertension. Conditions not mentioned include the kidney of acute renal failure and of tox&mia of pregnancy. The text is interspersed by helpful precis of individual cases, although these occasionally break the continuity of the discussion. The book is profusely illustrated by black and white micrographs; these are generally of a high standard but a small proportion fall below the level of section preparation and photography necessary for clarity of relevant detail. Some of the groupings and classifications of disease derived from Dr Brewer's own experience differ from those more generally accepted and based on wider sources of material, but this very fact gives the book a personal and practical character which adds to its value.
M K MaCDONALD
Neurosurgical Anaesthesia by A R Hunter MD FRcs(GlaS) FFA RCS DA ppx+211 illustrated 37s6d Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1964 In the opening chapters of his book, Dr Hunter replaces the 3 Rs as the basis of general education by the 3 Ps as the basis of neurosurgical anasthesia. They are physiology, pharmacology and
